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What things fell apart?
Things Fall Apart concerns the tragic fall of Okonkwo and the Igbo culture. Among the Igbo community, there existed a man by the name Okonkwo who was respected and influential. He earned respect and honor after he defeated Amalinze, the cat in a wrestling contest.  Despite being brought up by a father who was weak in almost all aspects, Okonkwo is determined to earn himself a title and become a powerful and wealthy man in the Igbo community. His life is shaken up when an accidental death occurs, and he adopts a boy from another village; this is the starting point at which things start falling apart. 
The respect that a child should have towards his parents fell apart. Okonkwo despised his father following his behaviors. His father was lazy and was considered by the rest of the community as a wasteful man. He on several occasions borrowed money and ended up embezzling the money with friends through merrymaking and on palm wine. Unoka, Okonkwo's father could not provide the basic needs of his family, and thus it ended up going hungry (Achebe, 1959). At the time Unoka died he left numerous debts, and his death was shameful following how he treated his own family. At the time he died Okonkwo, and his father was not in good terms, he had despised his father. 
Although Okonkwo despises his father following his gentle and idle ways, he does not make in life. He was initially determined to do well so that he could overcome the shame that he felt concerning his father's weaknesses. Okonkwo ends up dominating his wives and children; he takes control of almost all issues pertaining family and becomes insensitive (Achebe, 1959).  Over the years he becomes a volatile man, and he overreacted at the slightest provocation. He goes against the Week of Peace after he beats his youngest wife because she went to have her hair braid at a friend's house and forgot to cook the afternoon meal. This upset Okonkwo because the kids went without food that afternoon. Also, Okonkwo beats and shoots his second wife, Ekwefi, since she plucked some banana leaves from his plants to wrap food for the Feast of the New Yam.
The leadership in the community falls apart. A leader should always lead as an example to the rest. The community will not allow anyone to fool them pretending to be leaders yet they cannot lead well their families. By looking at the above occasions, it is crystal clear that Okonkwo's family had started to fall apart. His leadership had also started to fall apart following the tension that he created at his own home (Achebe, 1959). The idea that Okonkwo's leadership had begun to stumble was reflected after he was denied the chance of sitting with the eight leaders or elders who were listening to a dispute involving estranged husband and wife.
Things still keepings on falling apart when Okonkwo's gun goes off during the funeral and accidentally kills Ezeudu's sixteen-year-old-son. At this point, the villagers are angered by what had happened, and following the traditions of their community, if such acts take place, the person who was involved and his family must go to exile for seven years. Okonkwo's family is moved to his Mother's native village, Mbanta.  This indicates that the bond that Okonkwo and his family had with the rest of the community falls apart because they cannot interact anymore for the next seven years. 
During the same time when Okonkwo his family are in exile at Mbanta, the missionaries show up and preach about Christianity. Fortunately, Okonkwo's son converts to the new religions and leaves the old ways. His father, Okonkwo together with his friend, thinks that the missionaries are not making sense of what they are saying.  There arises a conflict of interest and between the son and Okonkwo; the son has become a covert, and the father does not like that idea. The son breaks the chains by going against the community and the wish of his father. This meant that the son fell apart from the olden religious beliefs. After the missionaries settled in the land that the villagers believed to have been cursed, the villagers believed that the missionaries were going to die.  After some time, the missionaries did not die, and the villagers believed that the missionaries were in possession of extraordinary powers and possibly they had magic (Achebe, 1959). Soon they decided to get converted into Christianity.
How and why did they fall apart?
Things fell apart by making the villagers abandon their traditions and joined Christianity. The villagers thought that after the missionaries had settled down on a cursed land, they were to die. Fortunately, the missionaries did not die, and the villagers were amazed and wondered how and why the missionaries were not dying. They believed that the missionaries must have been in possession of powerful magic that protected them from death (Achebe, 1959).  Hence forth, the villagers were attracted to the missionaries, and they got converted to Christianity and left their traditions and culture.
Leadership fell apart when Okonkwo was not allowed to sit amidst the other eight elders who were deliberating on the estranged husband and wife. Okonkwo had caused havoc in his own home, how comes that he deliberates on a similar case.  He could not be allowed to be involved in resolving that marital issue since he was first required to resolve the same issues that he faced in his family. So this shows how Okonkwo was deprived his leadership by his deeds. 
After Okonkwo and his family were deported to the village where his mother came from, the family lost touch with the rest of the paternal village. He and his family had been deported following a death that was caused by their father, although it is said that the gun went off accidentally. "Okonkwo is welcomed to Mbanta by his maternal uncle, Uchendu, a village elder (Achebe, 1959)."  According to the traditions of the Igbo, the family was supposed to go into exile for seven years so that the community can get cleansed of Okonkwo's sins.
Things that happen when two cultures come into contact
When two cultures come into contact, there is an exchange of cultural beliefs and practices. When the missionaries arrived, they were given land where they later on settled. They began to convert the locals who were attracted to Christianity. The first batch to become converts were the efulefu, the weak and worthless men of the village.  They were later on joined by some other villagers, including a woman.
When two cultures come into contact there arises differences. After Mr. Brown becomes ill and leaves for his homeland, Reverend James Smith becomes the new head of the Christian church. He is believed to be a strict leader, and he is intolerant of the clan's customs. "Violence breaks after Enoch reveals egwuegwu and property is destroyed including the Christian church because the villagers believe that the Christians have caused the many Igbo problems (Achebe, 1959)".
After two cultures come into contact, they can blend a new culture that has borrowed practices from the two different cultures. This can be realized at a situation where the two communities have respect to each other. For instance, in Chinua Achebe's, Things Fall Apart, it can be seen that some members of the Igbo clan liked the changes that were witnessed in Umuofia. The two communities even go to the extent of influencing each other, and the stronger one impacts the other weaker one. The Christians brought with them a new education system that was superior to the traditional one and the villagers were happily pursuing it. This is illustrated by the fact that, Okonkwo's son had enrolled for the western education.
In conclusion, in the book, "Things Falls Apart," things are falling apart. The whole community is shaken, and everything seems to be falling apart. The relationships are falling apart, for instance, Okonkwo despises his father since is lazy and does not meet the needs of his family. Okonkwo's father relationship with the rest of the community is not also good, and he ends up killing himself. Okonkwo resolves to man up and live a better life than his father did. It is due to his stand that he ends up overreacting to a slight issue and hence he destroys his relationship with his family (Achebe, 1959). Okonkwo and his family are later on deported to their maternal village, Mbantu, where they become disconnected with the rest of their paternal village. Things continue to fall apart after some villagers become converts of the new religion, Christianity. This makes many of the villagers feel that the converts and the new religion are causing a lot of troubles to the Igbo clan and they began to retaliate to the missionary invasion. However, the invasion of the Igbo by the missionaries affected the community in some ways, for instance, When two cultures come into contact, there is an exchange of cultural beliefs and practices.
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